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TV Dragon: It is not
rudeness but iliness

'VE all done itat some time
‘ilr\:iur lives - met someone who
has started talking to us and
thought, “Do | know this

rson?” .
peBut for some people, itis an
actual medical cond!tlon -
prosopagno’sig. Busstg\regzr::ann
en
andDragohs Bannatyne has
revealed he
suffers
from the
illness
| which
is also
known
as face
blindness.
He has
called for

o) = |

ind out if they
are sufferers.

“|t

Test plea:
i\ Bannatyne

He said:

ly dawned on mel WELE:§
?l%vl\;lim. |rememberasa child
not recognising certain people’;’
thinking, ‘Do | know that person
“The big incident happened
while | was here about five or
six years ago. We met our new
auditors and spent about three
with them. .
hc‘,‘l'i'rll'\sat night, ata blac_:k-tle do,
| met one of them again and |
couldn’t remember him.

The businessman has had
countless other incidents, when
he said people assumed he was
being rude. Some were angry
even, at his lack of rec_ogmtlon.

He said: “l was walking down
the road to the shop and|l met p
this lady with a pram. ljustsail
‘hi’ to her and walked past.

«She actually lived in our
cul-de-sac and told everyone 1
was very rude. That’s the

problem. The buzz gets round
that you are rude and sttfck-up.

«You don’trealise that’s
happening. You might meet
that person somewhsre else
and recognise them.
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| stand at the
nursery gates
staring at all
the children..
wondering
which one
iS mine?

Dragon’s Den star Duncan Bannatyne has revealed he

Ammng deals suffers from a rare illness which makes him forget faces.
Prosopagnosia — also known as face blindness - is believed to
affect one in 50 people, but there could be many more who are
undiagnosed. Here, DONNA WHITE speaks to lifelong sufferer
Wendy McCallum, 41, about how she copes with the illness.
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I STAND at the nursery gates,
gazing at the sea of little faces
- wondering which child
is mine.

Sometimes I can’t even recognise my own
four-year-old daughter among the little

girls with smart uniforms and bunches in
their hair.

of whose teamIwas on. Mybest friends always
had distinguishing features — like bright red
hair — which helped me pick them out.
Luckily,lamahappyand confident person,
who has become good at bluffing. I'live in
Gloucestershirenowwithmypartnerandtwo
kids but I remember years ago meeting
someone in the street in Dundee who hugged
me and chatted away for ages. To this day, I

OTGGH Domass = ETRGEL ngsl =358 | EGIIVA = If she’s not wearing her distinctive, bright-  have noidea who it was.

Rl el Cofionian SOl | RemiOed | =Rgy “EEF | EINA uirs coloured coat,I'm at aloss - until she runs up Can you imagine going to a restaurant and
eidact: Bakioeh ] ‘-‘-'I"“' ] 5.'_:I'“:"" [ Boli0ig | ETMA | BIMA 6 and throws her arms around me. being served by a specific waiter, then not
peh Lomono Tortar ETR :-.Il:'-'h i --'m;. | A 5'_‘*:-': It might soundridiculous. Butsomeonewith knowing who to ask for the bill?
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X Sedt Wesam B slir =5 =iF | EIWA i not to be able to spot aloved one in a crowd ing. Or,iftheyrei if heckt
Bty s 1 i erabsin ERON | GHRE  eppTwW BROW | ENEA | 0w . P ;o wearing Unlitheyreln uniorm, you check to
iy 0 dl BmA | M I'was diagnosed about four years ago. My  see if they've got an earring, a big nose, or
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dad and I were watching a film and realised

spiked-up hair.It'sthe strangest thing to have

P Libmriy's REW | RIRE | RETREW | SEFCW | A1TVCN | Kl webothhadtroubleidentifyingthecharacters  tolive with.
Tunluan T Pl S £ ETELT 55 g | BIAOA | £l - theyalllooked the same. AtworkIspent many months thinkingtwo
anan__ I NN T T HED e | EIWA | KIS Iwenthomeandlooked up memoryoffaces’  guys were the same person. I wondered why /
CIRCW | S0 SIOW SIACA | $eRCE | 5T on the internet, and realised I had  one day this fella would be very funny and St
kL P & x TFEETT-EELTTSETTEE | prosopagnosia—acondition later confirmed  cracking jokes, and the next he was very /
UarCuanD amne £ Sl gt = | EIWA L) byauniversity carrying out research into it. introverted. I realised I was communicating /
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When I found out, I just burst into tears. I
had grown up thinking I was a selfish,
horrible person. How could I meet someone
and get really friendly with them, then forget
their face the very next day?

I thought I must be callous and uncaring,.
It’s affected mylife so much.

At school in Fife, I'd be doing gym and we
wouldbe putinto teams for sport.If weweren't
wearingdifferent-coloured tabards,Ilost track

with two different people.

The problem arises more with /
peoplewho don'thaveaparticularlydefin- -
ing feature. Movies are a blur of pretty

Departed with Matt Damon and _"
Leonardo DiCaprio, and spent
almost the whole movie thinking
they were the same character.
Youuselittletricks,butthere

Vi &

men and women. I was watching The o,
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Brave face: Wendy at home
last week, main, and clockwise
fromtop, in the Black Watch, in
her younger days and with her

son and daughter on holiday

havebeen timesI've got mixed up and
beenvery friendly with someone who
I've never met in my life. My partner
is of mixed race and looks very
distinctive. A part of me wonders if
that was the attraction for me. We
have a son aged six, who looks like
his dad and is easier to recognise.
But my daughter looks more like
me - and therest ofthekids ather
nursery.
Iwasaparent-helper one day
andachild gothurt.Irushed off
totellamember of staff,but then
couldn’tpickoutwhichchildwas
injured.
It seems I'm one of those people
born into a family where face
blindness is a common complaint.
My dad has been diagnosed too. He
canrecallhis mother talkingto people
in the street, then admitting she didn’t
know who they were.

I'was in the Black Watch with the TA in
Dundee for seven years until 1998 and did
a six-month tour of Bosnia. I managed to
bluff my way through using moustaches,
uniform stripes and the way people walked
toidentify them.

My current work colleagues are very
helpful and understanding about my
condition. Mypartner doesfinditfrustrating,
though and hard to understand.

Ithinkit'sacondition that will eventually
be widely known about and understood.
' Ifyourenotaconfident person,acondition
| like this canleave youisolated and afraid.
®For more information about the
illness, go to www.faceblind.org

Helping
victims

facethe
future

BRAD Duchaine, the
world’s leading expert
on prosopagnosia, has
been studying the
condition for more than
10 years.

Dr Duchaine is
taking partin a three-
year project to develop
tests which will easily
identify sufferers.

And he believes around
1.2 million people in the
UK have face blindness.

He said: “Everybody
fails to recognise faces
from time to time.

“But sufferers tend
to struggle on, thinking
they are stupid, or that
they don’t care enough
about the people they’ve
met.”

In fact, brain scans on
prosopagnosics uncover
fewer neurons in the

Expert: Dr Brad Duchaine

temperal lobe - the part
which processes faces.

Dr Duchaine worked
for five years at
University College
London, but is now
based at Dartmouth
College, New Hampshire,
in the USA.

An associate
professor at the
department of
psychology and brain
sciences, he said: “There
were reports of people
suffering this after World
War ll, as aresult of
head wounds and brain
damage.

“If you are going to
meet someoneinan
office —and you are
shown into their office -
you know it’s that
person you are meeting.

“But if you see them
in the shops a few days
later, out of context, a
prosopagnosic would
not know who they are.

“People with this
condition get into real
trouble when they are
at the supermarket and
someone approaches
them. ltreally could be
anybody.”
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